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Introduction to Highampton 

 

Highampton is a parish of approximately 110 dwellings, with around 236 on the electoral role, spread over 

an area of about four square miles. It stands on a conspicuous ridge from which there are splendid views, 

particularly of Dartmoor, although Exmoor can also be seen. 

The Church of the Holy Cross dominates the skyline and 

dates from Norman times, with extensive restoration in the 

fifteenth century and more in Victorian times. 

 

The Methodist Chapel, on the Northlew road, outside the 

village, closed a few years ago due to lack of members – 

but not a lack of financial support. 

The village itself is unusual in not being built around the Church. It developed on the Main road used by the 

stage-coaches on less high ground, although some farm buildings next to the church show signs of having 

been houses. The local Public House, a former coaching stop’ and Post Office stores still exist and is much 

appreciated by the local population as well as passing Motorists. 

Highampton is very fortunate to still posses a  

Primary School, it is a 2.2 teacher school with  

approximately 30 pupils. The School employs a 

number of part time staff as well as the core teach-

ing staff; all are very dedicated and the children 

from Highampton and Sheepwash get an excellent 

education, including many after School Clubs. The 

School is able to make use of the Village Hall, 

opened in 1994, when extra space is required,  

although in recent years the school has been sub-

stantially enlarged and is well equipped with a 

modern computer suite, which is available for 

community use.  

There is an active and successful Pre-School group 

based in the Village Hall which is also used by many 

organisations, such as; The Women’s Institute, Bad-

minton Clubs, Skittles Club, as well as for dances,  

Parish Council meetings and many social events. 
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Burdon Grange, on the outskirts of the village, was the 

home of the Burdon Family for approximately 650 years 

and incorporates a Tudor mansion Bearing the date 1669. 

The house has been much enlarged and is now a  

residential home for severely physically disabled people, 

catering for about twenty and employing a good number 

of staff. Totleigh was a separate Hamlet, which joined 

Highampton over a century ago. It is over a mile from the 

village and features Totleigh Barton, home of the Arvon 

Foundation, which runs courses for budding authors,  

poets, and others connected with the arts.  

Agriculture is still the main industry, although much changed in recent 

years. Thirty years ago nearly every farm produced Milk as well as 

Beef and Lamb, but now only a few of the larger farms produce Milk 

whilst the rest have either diversified or been divided up. One is now a 

deer farm with its own on farm slaughter and butchering facilities. 

Whilst some residents need to commute, there are a number of small 

businesses in and around the Village including; two sawmills, a wood 

treatment plant, three fish farms producing Koi carp and both coarse, 

and trout fishing, Boarding Kennels a Harpsichord maker, Builders and 

Decorators, a Fencing Contractor as well as Insurance brokers and  

Financial Advisors.  

  

For travel there is little alternative to the car, as the only buses run to markets and larger towns on a weekly basis. 

The Council has striven for many years to get an improved sewage system installed for the village itself in order to 

permit proper development. There is limited building land available, and a need for affordable local use housing. 

The Parish is not fortunate enough to have a Doctor, and relies for Medical attention on two of our neighbouring 

Parishes, the Doctors use both Barnstaple and Exeter Hospitals. For local Government, the Parish is in West Devon. 

The Parish of Highampton is a microcosm of Devon itself.  

A Small population and a large land area set in beautiful countryside 

Tourism is represented by; Fishing 

lodges, Chalets, a Caravan Site, B&B 

establishments, and one of the most 

important long-term developments, 

the arrival of the Ruby Trail, part of 

the National Sustrans Network. This 

will encourage visitors to use all that 

the village has to offer. Horses play an 

increasing role in the parish with both 

a manufacturer of stabling and a  

training yard for three-day event 

horses, which has had International 

success.  
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Over view of the Parish Plan 

In order to determine the direction in which the Parish Council should be taking when seeking to serve the 

Parishioners of Highampton in the future a Questionnaire was circulated to every household in the Parish. 

This was needed to gather the views and long term aspirations of the Parishioners 

 

Once collected back the Questionnaires were then collated with the views of Parishioners being  

summarised  

Highampton Parish Plan Questionnaire – Summary of Replies 
 

33 households responded to the Parish Questionnaire 

The replies, however, do give a general view of peoples thoughts, which are as follows; 

 

Village Amenities and General Services  

It appears that street lighting was not an issue, as 69% did not think it important, however, 55% said they 

would like to have the lights switched off at midnight. 

43% were concerned with the lack of police presence in the village. 

19% say that getting an NHS dentist was a problem. 

83% would like plastic recycling introduced. 

42% were in favour of a village green whilst 58% said NO or had no opinion 

89% wanted a Community newsletter, 77% said that they were prepared to pay for it. 

87% of the respondents use the local Post Office 

35% said they would take advantage of the school for sports/keep fit classes. 25% of respondents would at-

tend languages as an adult education class, if offered. 

85% of the replies thought that a Computer Centre in the village would be rarely used. 

Housing 

Less than 10% of Parishioners said they left the parish through lack of suitable housing. 

22% of parishioners would prefer housing growth restricted to infilling within the village but 17% indicated 

that sporadic building should be allowed outside. 31% would like to see an increase of building by up to 10 

dwellings (with the same proportion saying that they should be starter homes). 

Travel 

31% prefer to travel by car, although 31% also said yes to a bus shelter! 

57% said NO to additional car parking but 46% would like to have safer parking and a bus stop outside the 

Post Office. 40% would like to see traffic calming approaching the village, and 37% wanted a pavement from 

the Golden Inn to Canna Park. 

Village hall 

29% wanted improvements for sports facilities and 24% stated that additional storage facilities were an im-

portant issue. 

25% would like to have a cinema club in the village 

Business Development 

47% said that they were not keen to see further business development in Highampton but those that were in 

favour indicated that it should take place in Burdon Lane or outside the village. 53% said NO to a few small 

scale light industrial workshops. 

Village Activities 

65% enjoyed walking, 19% cycling, 13% horse riding, 40% would like to take part in swimming, (affordable 

and suitable opening hours were said to be an important issue in encouraging participation in physical activi-

ties). 

52% want tourism encouraged with horse riding (49%); farm visits (48%); walking (46%); fishing (41%);   

nature study (41%); painting (30%); photography (30%), off road cycling (27%), shooting (21%), sightseeing  

(21%) and on road cycling (17%). 
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These Summarised views  were then distributed to Councillors who then individually selected 

the action points they saw to be of the most benefit for the Parish whilst being practically      

affordable and deliverable. 

 

The Councillors views were then collated in popularity order by way of councillor votes. 

Parish Plan Questionnaire       

       

Summary of Replies by Councillors       

       

Issues / Requests by Question Heading Totals Councillors Replies 

Street Lights Off at midnight / Upgrade  1 1 1 1 1 5 

Safe Parking at Post Office & Bus Stop 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Community News letter 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Traffic Calming 1  1 1 1 4 

Starter Homes / More House Building 1 1 1 1  4 

Village Green 1   1 1 3 

Summer Festival 1  1  1 3 

Sports Facilities 1   1 1 3 

Recycling of Plastics  1 1  1 3 

Life long learning keep fit at School 1 1   1 3 

More Frequent Bus Service    1 1 2 

Hall Upgrade to Kitchen 1    1 2 

Extend Speed limits   1  1 2 

Encourage Tourism  1 1   2 

Swimming    1  1 

Support of Local Post Office  1    1 

Pavement from Pub to Canna Park   1   1 

Keep Fit Club 1     1 

Improve Sewerage    1  1 

Coaching    1  1 

Cinema Club 1     1 

At a meeting of the Council March 28th 2008 this list of 21 items was reduced to a non-

prioritised list of 7, for primary consideration by majority decision as detailed in the  

Proposals for inclusion an Action Plan detailed over  
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Action  Reasoning 

Street lights to be switched off at Midnight 55% of respondents supported this Proposal 

  

Initiate a Community Newsletter 89% of respondents supported this with 77% being willing to pay for it 

  

House Building / Starter Homes 31% of replies would like to see an increase of up to 10 dwellings,  

 the same proportion stated these should be starter homes. 

Commence the Recycling of Plastics  83% of respondents supported recycling plastics 

  

Encourage Tourism 52% of respondents supported the encouragement of Tourism  

  

Support for the local Post Office 87% of respondents made use of the Post Office in Highampton 

  

Pavement from the Golden Inn to Canna 

Park 

37% of respondents supported the proposal for a Pavement to be  

Provided for the entire length of the road between The Golden Inn and 
 Canna Park. 

These 7 Items were then prioritised on a basis of ; 

 

1) Impact on the Community, the higher the impact, the more favoured the action, tempered by 

2) Ease of Achievement, the easier it is to achieve, the more favoured the action. 

 

At this stage the decision was taken that supporting our local Post Office in any practical way should 

be a high priority continual action, that would be adopted as Business as usual rather than included 

in an Action Plan. 

 
 
 

 

Proposals for inclusion in an Action plan 

6 



Highampton Parish Council 

 

The Action Plan 

This Action Plan has been adopted by Highampton Parish Council and will become a fixed Agenda 

item. Progress will be reviewed at every Council Meeting, and as each action is completed it will be 

replaced by one of the remaining actions from the Summary of Replies by Councillors. 

Goal Action Time Scale 

Recycling of Plastics  Establish a local collection point for Plastic Recycling  

 No kerbside collection is currently available  

 Issues regarding a suitable site will need to be addressed  8 Months 

   

Pavement Extend the existing footpath for the full length of the road  

 From The Golden Inn to Canna Park  

 Pursue this issue with Devon County Council Highways  18 Months 

   

Community Newsletter Recruit Volunteer Editor/News Gatherers  

 Issues Regarding Distribution, Funding, and/or Sales   

 Will Need to be Addressed  12 Months 

   

House Building  / Liase with and support developer of currently Identified   

Starter Homes Development Area - with a view to securing amenities for   

 the community where appropriate.  5 Years 

   

Street lighting Liase with Highways to establish feasibility of and costs   

 associated with switching off at Midnight, Conduct risk  

 assessments with Police, and decide on actual timing  12 Months 

   

Encourage Tourism Promote and push for development of the Ruby Way 12 Month Review 
 Liase with Ruby Country Partnership   

 Replacement Notice board (planned) to highlight  

 Highampton as being in Ruby Country 6 Months 
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